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B-Bar Stock Farm 
Bob Bartholomew 

174 Dales Bridge Rd. 

Germantown, NY 12526 

Phone: 518-755-1701 

Email: BBARFARM@aol.com 

CPP Apollo 5032768 

Birthdate: 2/2/2010 

Sire: CPP Hercules 5030067  

Dam: Diamond G-Fôs Paulette 5031423 

99% American Fullblood 

WHP Starburst 5033158 

Birthdate: 9/26/2014 

Sire: Sir AJPR ñOò Mega 5029883  

Dam: WHP Sonata 5032145 

Fullblood 

Jarrae Polled Kinsman 5035640  

Birthdate: 4/15/2015 

Sire: Circle S Challenger 5032926  

Dam: Jarrae Anticipate Karen 5033172 

Polled Austrian Fullblood 

Think Great Genetics!   

Weôre excited about our line-up of great bulls with our superior cows. 

Check out our new arrivals! 
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Features: 

Proper Bull Selection-4 
Selecting the right bull to get a nice 

ROI. 

 

APA Bull Guide-6 
We asked our Pinzgauer Breeders to 

send in their photos of their sires. 

Here are just a few. 

 

Keep or Cull-16 
Decisionsé.Decisions what to do 

with that cow that has been in your 

herd for a long time. 

 

2017 National Show-19 
Entry deadline for the 2017 National 

Show is June 30. The show once 

again will be at the Missouri State 

Fair. 

 

On The Cover:. Dawn Burden 

of OK took this photo on her 

fatherôs, Bruce Buechner,  

Noname Ranch. 
Photo by Dawn Burden 

Welcomeé 
To the 2017 Spring issue of THE 

PINZGAUER JOURNAL.  The 

Pinzgauer Journal is a quarterly 

publication for the Pinzgauer cattle 

breeder. If you would like to contribute 

articles or advertise in the quarterly 

newsletter, we ask that you contact our 

editor, Dale Huhnke. If you submit a 

photo for the front cover and we use it, 

you will get a $25.00 Visa gift card 

courtesy of the Pinzgauer Journal. 
 

Editoré 
Dale Huhnke  
 

Advertisingé(new address) 

Dale Huhnke  

17 S. Smith St. Apt. 5 

New Buffalo, MI 49117 
Email: theregistrymagazine@gmail.com 

American Pinzgauer Association 

P.O. Box 1477 

Kingsville, TX 78364 

Phone: 361-296-5093 

info@pinzgauers.org 
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Proper Bull Selection Can 

Increase Return on Investment  
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By Robert Wells, Ph.D. 

The past few years have seen a dramatic downturn in calf 

prices from historic highs to the lowest prices in four or 

five years. Unfortunately, some input prices are slow to 

come down while other inputs still remain high; thus 

causing a strain on budgets. This has greatly reduced the 

net profit of most cattle raisers. There is a desire and 

justifiable need by producers to reduce costs proportionally 

with the reduced calf prices to remain economically viable 

in the next few years until prices improve again. One area 

some producers have considered cutting back on is the 

amount spent for replacement bulls. This can translate to 

using a bull of reduced quality. Prices for bulls have 

moderated along with the calf market, but some producers 

are extremely hesitant to pay for quality bulls. Rather, they 

opt for lower priced and lower quality bulls. However 

during times like now, bull quality is not an area that should 

be shorted. Bull selection will impact profit for many years 

to come in the form of the following potential adverse 

impacts: heavier birth weights, lower weaning weights, 

lower carcass quality or less desirable heifers to be kept for 

replacements. Beef producers who continue to produce 

quality calves with desirable genetics and value-added traits 

will have the greatest likelihood of remaining profitable 

during the low of the cattle cycle. Those who do not will 

likely be in the red and will be "paying to stay in the 

business" for the next few years. 

So the question becomes, how can one justify spending 

more on a quality bull in difficult economic times? For the 

rest of the article, we will use the following two scenarios. 

Scenario 1: use an average quality bull that cost $2,750 to 

purchase. Scenario 2: purchase a high quality bull in the top 

20 percent for weaning weight expected progeny difference 

(EPD) that cost $3,500 to purchase. Both bulls will remain 

in the breeding herd for four years and breed 

25 cows per year, totaling 100 calves. The annual cost for 

each bull on a cow basis is $35.60 and $43.10 for Scenario 1 

and Scenario 2, respectively. Annual bull cost consists of all 

ownership costs, including pasture, feed/mineral, veterinary 

and depreciation expenses. Therefore, Scenario 2 bull only 

costs $7.50 per cow more annually to purchase and own 

compared to the lower quality bull in Scenario 1. This means 

that bull's calves only have to bring $7.50 to breakeven and 

pay for the better quality bull. 

Now, let's take a look at the revenue side of the equation. All 

calves will be weaned at the same time in early October. 

Calves from Scenario 1 bull will wean at 535 pounds, valued 

at $1.35 pound or $722 per head.  

Scenario 2 bull will sire calves with heavier weaning 

weights at 600 pounds valued at $1.32 per pound or $789 

per head. This is an increase in total value of $67 per calf for 

the heavier calves from the better bull. 

The better bull from Scenario 2 will wean a calf that has a 

positive net difference of about $59 more per calf ($67 

minus $7.50) or a total of $1,475 more for the 25 head of 

calves sired by this bull annually. 

The total additional purchase cost of the better bull can be 

easily be made up in the first calving season.  

As calf prices decline and total ranch profit diminishes, 

producers must look to increase profits by purchasing inputs 

that provide a profitable return to the ranch. The above 

example demonstrates how reducing input costs by 

decreasing the quality of genetics likely does not result in 

increased profits.  ƹ 
 

Editorôs note: Robert Wells is a Livestock Consultant for the 

Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation. The viewpoints 

expressed by Robert Wells do not necessarily reflect the 

opinions, beliefs and viewpoints of the Pinzgauer Journal or 

the American Pinzgauer Association.) 
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